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Co nsi d e r in g  th e  v ar i o us  m o d es  of  e x aminin g  n ew  f o r ms  of  lab o r, 
co nsumpti o n -as- p ro du c t i o n ,  an d  th e  a es th e t ic s  an d  v isual  lan gua g e 
of  c ap i t a l is t ic  g l o b al ize d  „ l i f es t y l e ,“  ar t is t s ‘  m ov in g  ima g e  an d  m e dia 
wo r k  re c ap i tu late  co r p o r ate  ima g e r y  an d  lan gua g e  as  b oth  a  cr i t i qu e 
an d  re co gnit i o n  of  th e  o mnip ote n ce  of  th es e  s ys te ms .  Fro m  v i d e os 
that  p res e nt  th e  a g e n c y  of  o bj e c t s  in  re lat i o n  to  co nsum e r s ,  to  th e 
co nsi d e r at i o n  of  th e  sp ace  of  lab o r  thro u gh  inte r ve nt i o ns  into  s i tes  of 
e m e rg e nt  in dus tr i es  an d  gl o b al ize d  co nsumpti o n,  p e r f o r mat i ve  an d 
f arc ic a l  r h e to r ic ,  e x a g g e r ate d  us es  of  p rosum e r  e di t in g  an d  m oti o n 
gr ap hic s  to o ls ,  an d  reve re nt  ap p ro p r iat i o ns  of  a d ve r t is in g  ima g e r y —
th es e  make r s  e x p l ic i t l y  e n ga g e  dream  f ac to r y  c ap i t a l ism .  T h e  t i t l e , 
b o r rowe d  f ro m  T h e  O to l i th  G ro up,  invo kes  th e  c ycl ic a l  an d  grow in g 
co nf lu e n ce  b e t we e n  lab o r,  co nsumpti o n,  an d  that  w hich  p ro p e ls 
th e m . 
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M icha e l  B e l l -Smith ,  D e - e mp l oye d  (2012)
D e - Emp l oye d  is  an  animat i o n  that  f l ows  w ith  a  s e qu e n ce  of  w ip es , 
sp ins ,  e x p l os i o ns ,  e x p os és  (mult ip l e  ima g e  v i ews)  an d  oth e r  d y namic 
s cre e n  m ove m e nt s .  I t  i s  b r immin g  w ith  m esm e r iz in g ,  i d e nt i f iab l e 
o bj e c t s ,  co l o r s ,  te x tures ,  f o ot a g e,  an d  e f f e c t s .  S in gl e  wo rds  at  th e 
b ot to m  of  each  n ew  f r am e  f o r m  th e  o nl y  co ns t ant ,  r unnin g  into  o n e 
an oth e r  l ike  a  s e r i es  of  inte rco nn e c te d  haik u .  A s  ima g e  an d  m ove -
m e nt  w ash  ove r  th e  v i ewe r,  th is  o d dl y  co ns tr u c te d  te x t  b e co m es  an 
imp o r t ant  f o cus .

N e i l  B e l o u f a ,  Pe o p l e ‘s  p ass i o n ,  l i f es t y l e  b eaut i f u l  w in e,  g i gant ic  g lass 
towe r s ,  a l l  sur ro un d e d  by  w ate r  (2011)
Pe o p l e ’s  p ass i o n ,  l i f es t y l e ,  b eaut i f u l  w in e,  g i gant ic  g lass  towe r s ,  a l l 
sur ro un d e d  by  w ate r  is  a  s e r i es  of  inte r v i ews  w ith  res i d e nt s  of  a  n ew -
l y  b ui l t  res i d e nt ia l  d eve l o p m e nt  in  an  unnam e d  N o r th  Am e r ic an  c i t y. 
T h e  inte r v i ewe es ’  m ean d e r in g  zeal  fo r  th e i r  uto p ian  h o m e  p aint s  th e 
i d eal  of  o utd o o r s y,  cosm o p o l i t an  “qual i t y  of  l i f e ”  as  a  n e b ul o us  an d 
narc iss is t ic  p urgato r y. 
T h e  ar t is t ’s  f o ot a g e  sh ows  larg e  hi gh - r is e  ap ar tm e nt s  ove r l o o k in g 
p r is t in e  law ns  an d  m ean d e r in g  p athw ays ,  evo k in g  a  mi d dl e - c lass  p a -
r a dis e  of  sunshin e,  c yc l is t s  an d  j o g g e r s .  E ach  inte r v i ewe e  s e e ms  unf-
l in chin gl y  p osi t i ve  ab o ut  th e  p lace,  f ur th e r  r a is in g  susp ic i o n  ab o ut 
th e  t r uthf uln ess  of  th e i r  acco unt s  an d  w h e th e r  th ey  are ,  in  f ac t ,  p ai d 
ac to r s  in  a  p ro m oti o nal  v i d e o. 

G u y  B e n - N e r,  Stea l in g  B eaut y  (20 07)
Steal in g  B eaut y  w as  sh ot  w ith o ut  p e r miss i o n  at  num e ro us  I K E A 
s to res  aro un d  N ew  Yo r k ,  B e r l in  an d  Te l  Av i v.  T h e  B e n - N e r  f ami l y  natu -
r a l l y  inhab it s  i d eal ize d  sh ow ro o m  inte r i o r s  w ith  p r ice  t a gs  dan gl in g 
f ro m  f ur ni ture ,  an d  sh o p p e r s  o cc as i o nal l y  inte r r upt in g  th e  f ami l y ‘s 
dai l y  ro ut in es .  B e c aus e  of  th e  hi t-an d - r un  f i lmin g ,  th e  t r a di t i o nal  c i -
n e matic  co nt inui t y  is  ab an d o n e d  an d  th e  chan gin g  s e t s  are  s t an d - ins 
f o r  th e i r  h o m e.  T h e  nar r at i ve,  h oweve r,  re mains  l in ear  as  th e  f ath e r 
of f e r s  l i f e  l ess o ns  o n  th e  subj e c t s  of  e co n o mic  e xchan g e,  m eanin g 
of  p r i v ate  p ro p e r t y,  e thic s ,  an d  f ami l y  l ove  eve ntual l y  l ea din g  to  th e 
chi l dre n‘s  re b e l l i o us  mani f es to.
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H ar un  Faro ck i ,  A  N ew  Pro du c t  (2012)
Faro ck i  acco mp ani e d  th e  co r p o r ate  co nsult an c y  f i r m  ‘Q uick b o r n e r 
Team’  fo r  ove r  a  year.  H e  d o cum e nt s  th e  of te n - p ass i o nate  d is cus-
s i o ns  of  th e  H amb urg  s t af f  that  e nv is i o n  m o re  f l e x ib l e  an d  in di v i dua -
l i ze d  wo r k in g  co n dit i o ns  thro u gh  th e  us e  of  n ew  sp at ia l  co n ce pt s .  H e 
reveals  w i th  aus te re  res e r v at i o n  th e  of te n - co ns tr ic t in g  ye t  hum o ro us 
s i tuat i o ns .  T h e  resul t  is  a  b iz ar re  d o cum e nt  ab o ut  f un dam e nt al  d e b a -
tes  re gardin g  o ur  re lat i o nship  to  wo r k  in  a  c ap i t a l is t ic  mar ke tp lace, 
in  w hich  eve r y thin g  has  to  co nt inu o usl y  b e co m e  b e t te r,  quicke r  an d 
m o re  e f f ic i e nt . 

M ar k  Le ckey,  G re e nS cre e nR e f r i g e r ato r  (2010)
In  th e  re ce nt  p e r f o r man ce  p i e ce  G re e nS cre e nR e f r i g e r ato rAc t i o n 
(2010),  Le ckey  s o u ght  to  co mmunic ate  th e  inn e r  l i f e  of  a  ‚ smar t ‘ 
f r i d g e  -  o n e  that  ke e ps  an  e l e c tro nic  t a l l y  of  i t s  co nte nt s  -  an d  to 
re n d e r  au dib l e  i t s  ‚vo ice ‘.  In  h is  b i d  to  b e co m e  o n e  w ith  th e  ap p l i -
an ce,  th e  ar t is t  inhal e d  re f r i g e r ato r  co o lant  an d  dr ap e d  hims e l f  in  a 
gre e n  c l o ak  that ,  at  a  ce r t a in  p oint  in  th e  p e r fo r man ce,  a l l owe d  him 
to  m o r p h  into  th e  gre e n - s cre e n  b ackdro p  a gains t  w hich  th e  f r i d g e 
w as  s e t .  Ad v an cin g  th e  n ot i o n  that  we  c an  b e  in  co ns t ant  co mmuni -
c at i o n  w ith  eve r y  asp e c t  of  o ur  e nv i ro nm e nt ,  that  eve r y thin g  f e e ls 
a l i ve ,  Le ckey ‘s  uni ve r s e  is  m e diate d  o n  mult ip l e  l eve ls .

T h e  O to l i th  G ro up,  Anath e ma  (2011)
Anath e ma  re - ima gin es  th e  micros co p ic  b e hav i o ur  of  l i qui d  cr ys t a ls 
un d e rg oin g  tur b ul e n ce  as  a  s e nt i e nt  e nt i t y  that  p oss ess es  f in g e r-
t ips  an d  eyes  e nthr a l l e d  by  th e  LCD  to u ch - s cre e ns  of  co mmunic at i ve 
c ap i t a l ism .  I t  c an  b e  un d e r s to o d  as  an  o bj e c t- o r i e nte d  v i d e o  that 
is o lates  an d  re co mb in es  th e  ma gic a l  g es tures  of  dream  f ac to r y  c ap i -
t a l ism .  B y  b r in gin g  th e  te l e co mmunic at in g  co up l in gs  of  m oth e r- f a -
th e r- dau ghte r- s o n - machin es  an d  b oy f r i e n d - gir l f r i e n d - unit s  into  co n -
t ac t  w i th  th e  co n du c t i ve  ima g e r y  of  l i qui d  cr ys t a l l i z at i o n ,  Anath e ma 
p ro p os es  i t s e l f  as  a  p rotot y p e  f o r  a  co unte r- sp e l l  ass e mb l e d  f ro m  th e 
p oss ib l e  wo r l ds  of  c ap i t a l is t  s o rce r y. 

H i to  Steye r l , St r ike  (2010)
Steye r l  smash es  a  b lank  LCD  s cre e n .  T h e  a l te re d  ap p ar atus  re min ds 
us  of  m e dia ’s  re l ian ce  o n  p hysic a l  o bj e c t s  f o r  d isp lay.  H e re,  a  p hys i -
c a l  s t r ike  is  a  p o l i t ic a l  s t r ike  a gains t  m e dia . 
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Pi l v i  Tak ala ,  T h e  Tr a in e e
T h e  Tr a in e e  has  b e e n  p ro du ce d  in  a  co l lab o r at i o n  w ith  D e l o i t te  an d 
K iasma  Mus e um  of  Co nte mp o r ar y  Ar t .  In  o rd e r  to  rea l ize  th e  p roj e c t , 
th e  ar t is t  w as  wo r k in g  f o r  a  m o nth  as  a  t r a in e e  »J o hanna  Tak ala«  in 
th e  mar ke t in g  d e p ar tm e nt  of  D e l o i t te  w h e re  o nl y  f ew  p e o p l e  k n ew 
th e  t r u e  nature  of  th e  p roj e c t .  D ur in g  th e  m o nth  l o n g  inte r ve nt i o n 
an  in i t ia l l y  n o r mal - s e e min g  mar ke t in g  t r a in e e  s t ar t s  to  ap p l y  p e cul i -
ar  wo r k in g  m e th o ds . 

R y an  Tre c ar t in  -  K- Co reaI N C . K  (s e c t i o n  a)  .  (20 0 9)
K- Co rea  I N C .  K  (s e c t i o n  a)  is  o n e  of  s eve n  wo r k s  in  Tre c ar t in ‘s 
20 0 9/2010  R ot at i o n .  Kev in  M c G ar r y  w r i tes ,  »T h e  c as t  of  K- Co rea  I N C . 
K  is  mainl y  co mp r is e d  of  ac to r s  dress e d  as  v ar i o us  ‚ Ko reas  (s o un ds 
l ike  c are e r s) ,  in  b l o n d  w i gs ,  p owd e r,  an d  of f ice  c asual  at t i re ,  th e  sum 
of  w hich  Tre c ar t in  c a l ls  ‚wo r k  f ace.‘  T h e  h o m o g e nize d  Ko reas  re -
p res e nt  a l l  nat i o ns  in  a  UN - insp ire d  f lavo r  sp e c tr um — USA ,  M e x ico, 
C ana da ,  H un gar y,  M o ro cco,  Arg e nt ina — p resi d e d  ove r  by  G l o b al  Ko -
rea ,  a  CEO  w h os e  s af ar i - s t y l e  ‚ p os t  dr a g  re - t ake ‘  s t an ds  o ut  f ro m  h e r 
e mp l oye es ‘  n e ute re d  uni f o r ms .

H ar m  v an  d e n  D o r p e l  –  St r ate gi es  (2011)
A  ps e u d o - g e n e r at i ve  f i lm  d o cum e ntin g  th e  p ro cess  of  mak in g  t wo 
co l la g es .  S cre e nsh ot s ,  Tumb lr  ima g es  an d  oth e r  f o un d  fo ot a g e  we re 
co l l e c te d  ove r  th e  co ur s e  of  t wo  m o nths  an d  co mb in e d  w ith  rew r i t-
te n  p hr as es  of  a d v ice  g i ve n  by  b usin ess  e x p e r t s ,  mar t ia l  ar t s  gur us , 
s of t w are  d eve l o p e r s  an d  Jacqu es  D e r r i da .  T h e  b ackgro un d  t r ack  w as 
ma d e  in  20 02  an d  w as  n eve r  us e d  b e f o re  f o r  any thin g  p ar t icular.

An drew  N o r man  W i ls o n  –  Wo r ke r s  Leav in g  th e  G o o gl e p l e x
Wo r ke r s  Leav in g  th e  G o o gl e Pl e x  inves t i gates  a  to p  s e cre t ,  margi -
nal ize d  c lass  of  wo r ke r s  at  G o o gl e ‘s  inte r nat i o nal  co r p o r ate  h ea d -
quar te r s  in  S i l ico n  Val l ey.  W i ls o n  d o cum e nt s  th e  mys te r i o us  ye l l ow 
b a d g e - wear in g  S c an O ps  G o o gl e  wo r ke r s ,  w hi l e  s imult an e o usl y  chro -
nic l in g  th e  co mp l e x  eve nt s  sur ro un din g  his  ow n  dismiss a l  f ro m  th e 
co mp any.  T h e  re f e re n ce  to  th e  Lumi è re  B roth e r ‘s  1895  f i lm  Wo r ke r s 
Leav in g  th e  Fac to r y  s i tuates  th e  v i d e o  w ithin  m oti o n  p ic ture  h is to -
r y,  su g g es t in g  t r ans f o r mat i o ns  an d  co nt inui t i es  in  ar r an g e m e nt s  of 
lab o ur,  c ap i t a l ,  m e dia ,  an d  inf o r mat i o n .
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Sp r in g  Sto r y  -  Yan g  Zh e n zh o n g 
Sh ot  in  co o p e r at i o n  w ith  ove r  1, 50 0  e mp l oye es  of  S i e m e ns  Shan ghai 
M o b i l e  Co mmunic at i o ns  Ltd ,  th e  D e n g  Xia o p in g ’s  “ S o uth e r n  C am -
p ai gn  Sp e e ch”  is  re c i te d ,  each  co ntr ib ut in g  a  wo rd  o r  a  sh o r t  p hr as e.

- -

Pro gr amm e  I
Sp r in g  Sto r y  -  Yan g  Zh e n zh o n g  -  20 0 8  (12  min)
A  N ew  Pro du c t  -  H ar un  Faro ck i  2012  (36  min)
Wo r ke r s  Leav in g  th e  G o o gl e p l e x  -  An drew  N o r man  W i ls o n,  2011  (11 
min)
T h e  Tr a in e e  -  Pi l v i  Tak ala ,  20 0 8  (13  min)
Steal in g  B eaut y  -  G u y  B e n - N e r,  20 07  (18  min)
- - tot a l  r unnin g  t im e  82  min .

Pro gr amm e  I I
K- Co reaI N C . K  -  R y an  Tre c ar t in ,  20 0 9  (33  min)
Str ate gi es  -  H ar m  v an  d e n  D o r p e l ,  2011  (5  min)
D e - e mp l oye d  -  M icha e l - B e l l  Smith ,  2012  (3  min)
G re e n  S cre e n  R e f r i g e r ato r  -  M ar k  Le ckey,  2010  (17  min)
Str ike ,  H i to  Steye r l ,  2010  (30  s e c)
Anath e ma  -  T h e  O to l i th  G ro up,  2011  (36  min)
Pe o p l e ‘s  p ass i o n ,  l i f es t y l e  b eaut i f u l  w in e,  g i gant ic  g lass  towe r s ,  a l l 
sur ro un d e d  by  w ate r  (2011)  -  N e i l  B e l o u f a  (10  min)
-10 4  min .


